
Call for contributions 

Interfaces (volume 52, 2024) 

https://journals.openedition.org/interfaces/ 

Bibliophilia: Book Matters 

In December 2024, the bilingual online journal Interfaces will issue a volume on the relation 

between the book, its materials and the lifeforms of the non-human world. It welcomes papers 

(in English or in French) showcasing the book as ecomedia that can be explored from the 

perspective of ecocritical intermediality (Bruhn). The theme of this volume will also reflect the 

environmental and ecocritical turn in art history (Anderson et al.; Patrizio), and it may prompt 

theoretical forays into media archaeology (Huhtamo and Parikka). The papers can cover a 

wide variety of sources, such as single editions or book series, publishers’ and suppliers’ 

archives, librarian’s catalogues and book artists’ writings. Book historians and print scholars, 

specialists of ecocriticism and environmental history, plant studies and animal studies, of craft 

and material culture, word-and-image studies and literature, are invited to submit papers on 

the following topics of discussion: 

- Ambivalence of the book as archive of the living world 

Bibliophily entails a sensual enjoyment of the material properties of the book and its 

illustrations. They not only provide pleasure for the eye but also provoke an interplay of all 

the senses (Rubery and Price). As such the book offers a mediated enjoyment of the living 

world, especially when the texts and images represent lifeforms whose shapes and colour 

enliven its pages. However bibliophily as biophilia comes at a cost. As archive of the living 

world, the book is the repository of collected life forms (Garascia) – some of which may now 

be extinct – and has been shaped by the use of animal, vegetal and mineral resources. Similarly, 

the page of print is a space of cultivation that may be compared to such practices as gardening, 

but it is also the end product of systems of natural exploitation.  

- Affordances, textuality and physicality 

Authors are also invited to contribute papers on the materials used in the making of print and 

digital books as well as book illustration (such as vegetal fibers, animal skin and metal). They 

may look at how material affordances shape the making and meaning of books in print and 

digital cultures (Anderson et al.; Piquette and Whitehouse; Stoicheff), and at the interplay of 

physicality and textuality in their crafting and reception. The papers can deal with the 

motivated choices of certain types of materials or the way these shape the reading experience 

and relate to iconography and textual imagery. They may also steer away from an 

anthropocentric perspective by engaging with material ecocritical analyses (Iovino and 

Opperman), and discuss the book as assemblage and interface between the human and the 

non-human worlds (Calhoun; Elvey; Garascia). 

- Networks and ecosystems 

The papers may rework the communications circuit initially defined by Robert Darnton but 

never revised from an ecocritical perspective. The book as an artefact and as a site of 

knowledge, preservation and/or exploitation is related to agents such as collectors, suppliers, 

traders, and translators (Belle and Hosington), but also animals, plants and minerals. Books 

follow routes of transmission and circulation construed as “entangled itineraries” (Smith) and 

they are enmeshed in ecosystems (Garascia) since they interface between the human and non-

human worlds. Tapping into the perspectives opened by global and transnational history 



(Boehmer et al.; Fraser and Hammond; Joyeux-Prunel; Kaufmann et al.), the papers may trace 

the itineraries of the book and disentwine interconnected networks, such as supply chains, 

biological and ecosystemic disseminations of species of plants and animals, intertexts, and 

editorial / publishing strategies. Therefore the book will not only be analysed as a bound 

artefact but as “unfinished” (Gillespie and Lynch).  

Deadlines for submission: please send an abstract (500 words, in English or in French) and a 

biobibliographical note to sophie.aymes@u-bourgogne.fr before 1st September 2023. 

If accepted, the completed papers will have to be submitted by 29th February 2024. 

All submitted articles should follow the journal’s guidelines and stylesheet: 

https://journals.openedition.org/interfaces/530 and they will be double-blind peer reviewed. 

The final version of the accepted papers will have to be delivered by 1st September 2024. 
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